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 How Do You Dispose of Christmas? 
by Helen Rinier 

            The morning, after the twelfth day of 
Christmas, I sat by the tree helping to remove the 
ornaments one by one. Carefully placing them in 
the box to be stored away for another year. As I 
took the first one from the tree, it was with a note 
of wondering if fate will allow me to do the same 
next year. I didn't dwell on that too long because I 
suddenly realized that same thought came to me, 
sitting in the same place, doing the same thing last 
year. So, I must wait and see what God has 
planned.
          It was a good Christmas. Two full days of the 
grand-children and great-grand children visiting, 
and making the holiday such a happy time. The 
floor covered with unwrapped gifts and paper 
strewn in every nook and cranny. I thought of the 
many times when PopPop was still with us, Santa 
Claus hat a top his head, sitting on the floor with a large paper bag to collect the wrappings.......almost as 
fast as they had time to hit the floor. Now, the paper just sits there until all is finished. Eventually gathered 
up into some sort of orderly fashion, but still into a large paper bag. I feel sure he watches.
          I just didn't want to let Christmas go completely out of sight. I wanted to keep something to put 
away for another day. So, my Christmas snow babies sat on the coffee table, and the poinsettia's are still 
very much in bloom. They will stay around awhile. The boxes of candy and cookies on the dining room 
table will remind us for sometime that the holidays don't go away until the last piece is eaten.
          The needles fell from the door wreath and the batteries have worn out from the window candles, so 
it was time to take the light from the windows for another year, and hang a winter wreath on the front 
door. To replace furniture that was moved to make room for the tree, to re-read all my beautiful cards, and 
write a few New Year notes. 
        I looked around, the house seemed bare when all the glitz and glitter of Christmas was gone. I think 
about the little manger we bought on our first Christmas together. So many years of memories. Now 
carefully tucked away, this time after 68 years, for safe keeping. 
       The tangible things, gone for now. But, as promised it always leaves us with the certainty that we can 
pack away for another year, but we never dispose of Christmas.



WHAT’S BEEN  HAPPENING! 
Church Family Greening 

On Sunday, December 2, the congregation came together to not only partake 

in the annual greening of the church, but also included the assembling of our 

Christmas tree. It was a wonderful time for all who attended, and the tree came 

out beautiful as always! 

Singing… and more Singing! 
The following Sunday, December 9, was another fun filled 

day! We were treated to another beautiful number - “Joy, Joy 

to The World!” - sung by the children’s choir during service. 

After service and a yummy lunch, members of our church went over to Kresson View Nursing 

Home in Voorhees, to sing Christmas carols for the patients. From the smiles on the faces, I 

would say that they enjoyed it!  



THANK YOU! 
In January, CPC once again held an American Red Cross Blood Drive. 

Thank you all so much for your participation! The Red Cross appreciates our willingness to host a blood drive. 
The next blood drive will be in May, so mark your calendars!

An Advent Tradition 
Every year during Advent, our church has a different family light the Advent Candle 

each week. One of the weeks, the candle was lit by the Robertson family - John, 

Courtney, Grayce and Thane. The Robertsons joined CPC last year, and we 

couldn’t be happier to have them as part of our church family! 

 

 

 

 

Some Christmas Fun! 
On December 12, CPC had its annual Christmas party. This year we tried something a little different and held it here  

at CPC. The evening was filled with food, music, games (led by our very own Grace Higgins)  a gift swap and a lot of fun 

and laughter! 



A Christmas Cantata 
On December 16, Christ Presbyterian’s choir performed a 

Christmas Cantata, led by our Director of Music, Myra 

Sparks. The choir did an amazing job, and was joined at the 

end by our youth, portraying the Nativity scene. 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service 
On Christmas Eve, Christ Presbyterian was once again adorned with 

decorations of our Advent Wreath, purple paraments, and festive red and 

white Poinsettias. Rev. Lory Ryan lit all of the Advent candles and led us all 

with his moving Christmas Eve service. 

Visit our website at cpc-marlton.org 



A Minute For Mission 
During our service on February 10, we were joined by Suzanne Harrison for A 
Minute For Mission. Suzanne is the co-founder of a non-profit organization 
called King’s Crusade. She started King’s Crusade in 2017 in memory of her 
brother, King Shaffer, who passed away in 2016 from a heroin overdose. Their 
Mission “is to educate, advocate and help conquer the opioid epidemic and 
promote consciousness to eliminate the stigma that encompasses this disease.” 
If you would like to learn more about King’s Crusade, or donate to their cause, 
you can visit them at www.kingscrusade.org. 

 

A New Look for our Youth Choir! 
At their monthly performance during service in February, 
you may have noticed something different about our 
Youth Choir. They have new shirts! Director of Music, 
Myra Sparks, wanted our kids to look unified, as well as 
stylish, while praising God in song. And we agree, they 
look and sound amazing! 

Valentine Goodies 
On February 10, our youth once again held their Valentine’s sale. 
Led by Bonnie Bovaird, our Junior Church coordinator, the kids 

made magnificent flower arrangements and plates and gift bags full 
of scrumptious goodies to sell. This year they raised over $210, to 

donate to a charity of their choosing. Way to go kids! 
 

Four years ago on February 15,  Reverand Lory Ryan was Ordained as Minister of Word 
and Sacrament and Installed as Pastor of Christ Presbyterian Church. He left a 28-year 
commercial insurance career to begin a new journey and chapter here at Christ 
Presbyterian Church. God has blessed us here at CPC, by bringing him into our lives, and 
into our church. So many wonderful changes have occurred since his arrival, and I know 
that we will only continue to grow and change for the better under his leadership. 
Congratulations Lory! We are proud to have you as our Pastor. 



From The Choir Corner 
"Loving God, loving each other,

Making music with my !iends.

Loving God, loving each other,

And the story never ends."

These words were written in 1997 by Bill Gaither, one of my personal favorite Gospel song writers. But I feel they were 
written expressly for the CPC choir as they aptly describe our rehearsals on Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm. Christ 
Presbyterian Church is like one big family and our choir is a small part of that family. We have such a wonderful time 
rehearsing our songs for worship. We laugh, we cry, we pray for each other and really look forward to sharing our music 
with you on Sunday to glorify our Lord. We welcome new members and you'll never get such a wonderful welcome as 
when you walk into our choir room for the first time. You'll feel like a rock star! 

Our Adult choir will be singing at all of the Lenten services, including Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday. We started 
rehearsing our Easter cantata, "Then Came the Morning" at our first rehearsal after Christmas. This musical reminds us, 
through the accounts of the Easter story, that whatever the need, whatever the heartache, Jesus is the only one who can 
touch and change a life completely. As a choir, we want to join with all who have been changed by His love and mercy to 
sing His praises and tell Him how much we love Him. We will be singing this cantata on Palm Sunday, April 14th. 

Our Children's Choir sings on the second Sunday of each 
month. They recently got matching t-shirts and they looked 
spectacular wearing them on Sunday, February 10th, at 
worship when they sang, "His Banner Over Me is Love". 
They rehearse on Sunday from 9:45 am until 10:00 am. The 
children do an amazing job with their songs and I'm 
incredibly proud of them! We have children from ages 5 to 11 
and we would love to grow! 

If you have any questions or would like to further discuss your 
participation, please call Myra Sparks at 856-983-2714, 
443-716-8608, or email cricket0906@verizon.net; you can 
also call the church office to leave your contact information 
and your call will be returned. 

Music touches our heart and soul. Whether it's an old hymn from your childhood or a contemporary piece that you sing 
along with on the radio, music lifts us up and makes us feel connected. It can comfort the grieving, the imprisoned, the 
lonely, the sick, and reminds us of God's grace and mercy. God's love for us is the one constant in our lives and will 
NEVER CHANGE! Isn't that incredible? We are so BLESSED! 

In His love, 
Myra



Parson to Person 

    Advent and Christmas have passed again for another year, and we celebrated the arrival of 2019 anticipating new and 
exciting things to happen for us.  Epiphany landed on January 6th marking the arrival of the wise men visiting Mary, 
Joseph and the Christ child after their long journey following the bright star.  Perhaps for some of us, 2019 begins a 
journey of joys mixed with concerns about what lies ahead.  No matter how we view the upcoming year, it is a clean slate 
for a new year of living.  Many folks have made New Year’s resolutions focusing on self-image, such as diet and exercise 
being the top two.  We approach 2019 with the best intentions for changing our lifestyles, feeling more physically healthy 
as a means to start fresh.  What I’ve witnessed more often is these areas come and go, and we become frustrated and 
discouraged.  Gym memberships get purchased in January and by March attendance at the gym drops like a rock.  We try 
a new diet, only to realize that once we hit our goal, we go back to the old diet, and again maybe get frustrated that all our 
hard work was in vain.  

     Another dimension we tend to neglect in the new year is our spiritual life.  
Often we think an hour at week in worship is enough, and we fail to see that 
an effective spiritual life is the hub of the wheel for our living with God.  As 
we pledged our financial support in our Stewardship Campaign for 2019, we 
dedicated not only our economic support, but dedications of our time and 
talents.  It’s now February-what talents do you have that God needs you to 
use in 2019 you’re not sharing?  Where is God gently prodding you to focus 
your time in 2019 for the work of Christ Presbyterian Church?  Perhaps you 
like to sing, but aren’t in our choir.  Maybe you’d like to lead an Adult Ed 
class, but have some nervous fears.  There could be a Ministry Team here that 
needs your skills and experience. Volunteering at the food pantry, singing 
this Easter in the cantata, are but a few of many opportunities all around us. 
So what are you waiting for to get started in 2019? What’s holding you back?   

     I recommend taking a spiritual inventory to see how the Bible, prayer, and participation in our church family in new 
and different ways can deepen your spiritual life in 2019.  You may be surprised that you feel equipped in a new and 
deeper partnership with God to face challenging areas of your life with new courage and support.  Perhaps a new, 
stronger resiliency will develop for you as your faith equips you in daily living. This is a new year, and with it comes new 
beginnings and opportunities for us all to deepen our faith, to witness our faith, and to do our faith and participate in 
mission and ministry here at Christ Presbyterian Church for the greater community. 

     I will have be your Pastor now for four years coming up on February 15th.  This has begun a wonderful journey in my 
life, and I thank you all for your help this past year. Lent begins later this year on Ash Wednesday, March 6th. Please, take 
some time and look at your spiritual life. Consider some new ways to devote some quality time to God in 2019. Weekly 
worship is just one piece. By taking our spiritual inventories together and discerning new and different ways to partner 
with God in service, we as a community will prepare our hearts and minds for Lent. Improving your spiritual life won’t 
end in March or at Easter, but it will be a new journey that is lifelong, in a much deeper relationship with God.   

In Christ’s Service,  Lory



If you have something you would like to 
see in the next edition of the Kindred 
Spirit, please email your content and 

photos to andrearottkamp@gmail.com
Without your input there will be no 

Kindred Spirit!
All contributions are greatly appreciated!

Thank you!

BIRTHDAYS & 
ANNIVERSARIES  

March Birthdays 
4 Donna O’Brien .......................................
8 Kate Mercurio ........................................
15 Ally Murphy ..........................................
17 Stephen Rinier Sr .................................
23 Catryna Iannuzzi .................................
24 Cindy Higgins ......................................
28 Linda Rinier-Doyle ..............................
29 Grace Higgins  

 & Terri Henriksen 

April Birthdays 
1 Amanda Mascieri ...................................
3 Cindy Riker .............................................
9 Natalie Rottkamp ...................................
10 Lory Ryan .............................................
27 Justin Rottkamp & 

 Adalyn Stewart 
29 Alice Wooden-Kelly .............................

May Birthdays 
2 Elaine Grippo .........................................
11 Brant Allison .........................................
21 Kaylee Rottkamp 

 & Brooke Farrow 
23 Sarah Harrison ....................................
27 Andrew Mascieri .................................

March Anniversaries 
4 Becky & James Ojeda ...........................
8 Tony & Tanya Iannuzzi ........................
13 Lynn & Randy Gallany-Blume ...........

April Anniversaries 
9 John & Brooke Farrow .........................
22 Jim & Abbie Murphy ..........................
24 Bill Kelly  ..............................................
 & Alice Wooden-Kelly 

May Anniversaries 
13 John & Courtney Robertson ...............
21 Ed & Rose Van Keuren........................

Pastor The Rev. Lory D. Ryan 
Admin Assistant Andrea Rottkamp 
Director of Music Myra Sparks 

Nursery Attendant Elaine Grippo 
Treasurer Alice Wooden-Kelly 

Session Deacons 
Gerry Ehala, Kim Smolley, 
Clerk of Session Moderator 
Bonnie Bovaird Shirley Anderson 
Cindy Higgins Elaine Grippo 
Betty McKenna Terri Henriksen 
Rose Van Keuren Karen Mansfield 
Bill Van Keuren Becky Ojeda 
Alice Wooden-Kelly Andrea Rottkamp 

If anyone needs to contact Rev. Ryan, 
he may be reached at 609-413-6030, or 

at revldavis@gmail.com. 
 

The church office is closed on Fridays, 
but Pastor may be reached by cell 
phone in case of an emergency.



Prayer Shawl Ministry is 
Teaching… 
       Praying… 
Laughing… 
       Working… 

Join us monthly, every 3rd Saturday  
at 10:30am for fellowship amongst  
the women of Christ Presbyterian  
Church! 
We’d love to see you there! 

WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW 
Wednesday, March 6 Ash Wednesday service at 7:00pm, CPC..............................................................

Saturday, March 16 Prayer Shawl, CPC, 10:30am.....................................................................................

Wednesday, March 20 Presbyterian Women, CPC, 10:00am.................................................................

Sunday, April 14 Palm Sunday.....................................................................................................................

Thursday, April 18 Maundy Thursday, service at 7:00pm, CPC..............................................................

Friday, April 19 Good Friday, Ecumenical service at 7:00pm, location TBD.........................................

Saturday, April 20 Easter Egg Hunt, 10:00am, CPC................................................................................

Sunday, April 21 Easter, Sunrise Service at 6:30am, CPC.........................................................................

Sunday, April 21 Easter, Traditional Service at 11:00am, CPC.................................................................

Monday, April 22 Easter Monday, Office Closed.......................................................................................

Sunday, May 12 Mother’s Day.....................................................................................................................

Monday, May 27 Memorial Day, Office Closed.........................................................................................

For a complete list or changes, visit the Calendar on our website at cpc-marlton.org

http://cpc-marlton.org
http://cpc-marlton.org

