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Remembering the Days at CPC 
A very special piece by a very special woman 

 What wonderful memories I have of the many 
years at CPC. Since coming to Marlton in 1954, we 
had worshiped at Marlton Baptist Church. We had 
become good friends with Jeanne and Bob Parker, 
we know her now as Jeanne Traino, and  Charlie 
and Mannetta Shusterman. I later served on the 
Board of Education with Charlie Shusterman, 
along with Neil Schooneyungen, the Pastor of 
Marlton Baptist. As sometimes happens,  folks are 
drawn away from a church for reasons known only 
to them, and they begin to look for another church 
home. It seems that is what was happening with 
the six of us all at the same time. 

 We heard of the newly built Presbyterian Church that was just a short distance down Main St. I 
do not remember who among us went first , but after a very short time we were all settled in at CPC. 
 Jeanne Mannetta joined the choir which was led by our organist John Wheeler. They were a 
great group. As for Bob and I, we occupied the first and second chair in the second row on the right. 
In later years when the the pews came, we were in the same seats. 
 The church was still in the process of having an organizing pastor, Rev. Robert Sackmann, 
who was just a great pastor and working so hard to make a solid start for the newly built church. It just 
grew steadily and from the first day I walked in, I felt the  friendly, caring love that radiated off the 
walls, and still remains to this day. 
 An organizing pastor does just that. He, or she, organizes until it is decided that the church is 
ready to call a full time pastor. A search committee was formed and set out to finally call a young 
pastor just out of seminary. I was a member of that committee and found it to be a great experience. 
 So, our first pastor, The Rev. Peter VanLierop was called, and the life of Christ Presbyterian  
Church began. We had many wonderful times of fellowship over the years. Dinners, dinners, and 
more dinners. It has always been said that Presbyterians eat better than the Methodist's.  
 Hay Rides, Square Dances, Formal Christmas dinners at the Gibson House, Progressive 
dinners in all kinds of weather, till someone mentioned that maybe we should have them in the spring, 



and not in the dead of winter. The beautiful Christmas cantatas, the children's pageants. So many 
memories. 
 As we changed pastor's over the years there was always something happening in the life of 
the church. Each one coming with new ideas. The spiritual lessons learned, the caring shown by 
every pastor, the fellowship shared and yes, the times when things did not go well, but only made us 
stronger. With God's help we came through all of it.  
 Then there were the many good souls, and good friends, who have gone from our midst. Too 
soon for some, and too many for me to count these 50 odd years. But, I remember each one. 
Brothers and sisters in Christ who loved and served the Lord , all truly good and faithful servants.  
 Time goes on, and so does the little church that stands tall and has made it's presence known 
on Main St. for over half a century.......... who calls to all who will come.  Helen Rinier 

We are happy to introduce you all to our new Minister of Music, Myra Sparks!  

 Myra Holtsclaw Sparks has over fifty years of  experience as a 
pianist, organist, and choir director.  Myra is from Charleston, 
West Virginia, and “cut her teeth” on the church pew.  Her 
father was a United Methodist pastor and she started playing 
in church at the age of  eight.  Myra received her B.A. in 
Religion and Piano Performance from the University of  
Charleston where she met her husband of  48 years, Kelly 
Sparks.  Kelly is a United Methodist pastor with his doctorate 
in Pastoral Counseling.  Myra has two daughters, Erin and 
Leah.  Erin lives in Moorestown with her husband, Mark, and 
their fourteen-year-old twin boys, Ethan and Spencer.  Leah 
lives in heaven after passing away in 2011 at the age of  thirty-
nine from her second bout of  rare cancer. 

 Kelly’s career took the family throughout the United States with fifteen moves in six 
different states, including nine years in the Air Force where Kelly served as a Chaplain.  
Kelly retired in 2011 and now spends most of  his time in the garden, fishing, and filling the 
pulpit at area churches.  In 2015 Myra retired after teaching piano for forty-five years and 
has served throughout her life as organist / choir director. Playing in church has always 
been her “first love”. Myra gives monthly concerts at area nursing homes for dementia 
patients.   She enjoys gardening, spending time with family and friends, and fundraises for 
Cycle for Survival, a charity for rare cancer research, in memory of  her daughter, Leah.  
Myra feels her music is a gift from God and takes great pleasure choosing different styles 
of  music for the worship services.  She knows music can touch your heart like nothing 
else can.  She is so grateful to become a part of  the Christ Presbyterian family. 



WHAT’S BEEN  HAPPENING! 

Pastor Ryan participated once again in a regular event 

held by the Evesham police, known as Coffee with a 

Cop. As a Police Chaplain, he has the opportunity to 

interact with the people of  Evesham and get to know 

them in a different capacity. Thank you, Pastor Ryan, 

for representing our church in the community! 

Youth Valentine’s Sale 
This year, the Junior Church class once again held their 

Valentine’s Sale. It was filled with their beautiful floral 

arrangements and delicious baked goods. The children did 

an amazing job as always, and for all of  their hard work, 

they earned $212.00! Out of  this 

amount, they donated $100 to  
Urban Promise International.  
Way to go kids! 



Welcome New Members! 
On March 11th we welcomed new members to Christ 

Presbyterian Church. John and Traci Sapp of  Marlton, and 

John and Courtney Robertson of  Mt. Laurel, along with their 

children Grace and newly baptized Thane! We are happy that 

you have chosen our church hope 

that you are very happy here! 

Thanks to your generosity once again, the Mission Committee collected $1,741.00 this 

year from the One Great Hour of Sharing! Your constant willingness to give to others is 

what makes CPC #3 in Mission Giving in our Presbytery! We should all be very proud! 

A Beautiful Voice 
CPC loves music! In March, Fred 

Astmann introduced us to Chrystal E. 

Williams, an opera singer. She 

performed four religious numbers 

during the service, to the delight of  all 

in attendance. 

Visit our website at 
cpc-marlton.org 



Easter at CPC 

Every year, Christ Presbyterian  
holds a number of  church services 

during Holy Week, beginning with 
Maundy Thursday, followed by 

Saturday Vigil, and Easter Sunrise 
and Easter Traditional.  

We also participate in the 
Good Friday Service at 

Prince of  Peace 
Lutheran Church here in 

Marlton.  

In the middle of  it all is 
our annual Easter Egg 
Hunt! In the past it has 
only been enjoyed by the 
children of  our church, 
but in the past few years, 
thanks to advertising and 
word of  mouth, we have 
been blessed to have 
many children and their families join us from throughout the community! Thank you to 
Parish Life and Presbyterian Women for all that you do to make this event a success! 



Giving Thanks 
On Mother’s Day this year, not only did we celebrate with 
a fabulous breakfast, but we were honored by guests 
from Urban Promise International. Along with Nadia, Alex, 
and many staff and friends, we were honored to have a 
guest preacher in Vanessa Mwangala. Vanessa visited us 
last year, and she is a part of the Urban Promise School 
of Entrepreneurial Leadership. Through Urban Promise 
Ministries, she founded Voices Awake, a girl’s 
empowerment program in Malawi. Through Voices 
Awake, Vanessa advocates for young women in Malawi 
who cannot speak for themselves. She leads them to 
sacrifice, comfort, take risks, follow dreams, and to 
persevere. She teaches truth about civil rights to young 
women in Malawi; this is her passion, her purpose, her 

calling. Voices Awake teaches girls that 
through education and opportunity, there are 
other paths out of poverty other than child 
marriage, prostitution, or a life of menial 
servitude. She believes that Jesus heals and 
transforms communities. She just graduated 
with a master’s Degree in Organizational 
Leadership at Eastern University. Vanessa 
wants to help other girls understand ways to 
escape the degradations prevalent in Malawi. 

She will return to Malawi in June and will start building a home for 20 homeless girls and a rescue for 
women experiencing abuse. Here is Vanessa’s Facebook link:  

https://www.facebook.com/VoicesAwakegirlsEquippedForChange/ 

THANK YOU! 
On May 3rd, CPC once again held it’s Annual American Red Cross Blood 

Drive. Thank you all so much for your participation! The Red Cross  
is much appreciative of our willingness to host a blood drive. We had 24 
people donate this time around, and that’s helping a lot of people, so give 

yourselves a hand! 



Presbyterian Women 
Ever wonder what our Presbyterian Women’s group does? Well here you go! 

 Our small group has enjoyed a thought provoking book study last year, titled, “Who is 

Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes.” We investigated this question in some likely 

and unlikely places, including the gospels, the apostle Paul and also from our Hebrew 

and Muslim brothers and sisters perspective. It was enlightening to see some of  the 

similarities as well as distinguished differences. 

As we began the new year, we also began a new study, “Cloud of  Witnesses: The 

Community of  Christ in Hebrews”  We are connected to tradition, to our 

neighborhoods, to the people we care about, to other faith communities, to God.  
We will be exploring many types of  connections in this year's Bible study. 

We are also always busy in our church-sometimes behind the scenes, taking care of  

stocking the kitchen, the Sunday School supplies, working with Parish Life in our social 

events.  We are always reaching out to members on our prayer list-sending cards, 

offering rides, providing meals.  Our lunches are famous, as we are blessed with many 

great cooks! 

Last year's successful fundraisers included “The Food Book” and gift cards.  We 

generously donated some of  our funds to Urban Promise, who we respect and continue 

to share a joyful relationship. 

Please feel free to join us on the third Wednesday mornings of  the month. I promise 

thought provoking discussions! 

Cindy Higgins, Moderator 



Parson to Person 
     As Memorial Day approaches, Summer unofficially will be 
launched soon.  Summer vacations are in the works, we are getting 
swimming pools ready, cleaning lawn furniture, planting gardens and 
spending more time outdoors with friends and family.  We’ve begun 
to celebrate graduations in our families. The excitement and 
anxiousness of the “real world” looms ahead on the life journeys of 
our college graduates.  Our vacations and trips this Summer bring 
new opportunities for spiritual growth and rejuvenation, and give us 
the opportunity to behold the wonderful world God has created. 

     During this past winter, Cindy 
and I brought in one of our 
outdoor geraniums.  Last year 
sparrows had built a bird nest in 
the center of the plant and raised 
4 chicks.  Cindy and I hung the 
plant back outside at the end of 
April this year, and within a week 
another visitor had built a new nest on top of the old one. We 
weren’t sure who the new tenant was, until one day I went to 
water the geranium and noticed five blue robin eggs inside.  I 
later saw the mom sitting on the nest, day after day.  So we 
wouldn’t disturb her we began leaving the house through our 
garage rather than the front door.  Some weeks later, we were 
blessed with 5 baby robins. The large amount of rain we had 
helped produce plenty of worms, and recently the family has left 
the nest, as quietly as they arrived. 

     Witnessing this unfold before me, I thought about how God 
works in our lives.  How God creates and builds new opportunities 

in our lives on what at times we feel are ruins, and broken worthless pieces.  We seem to spend time 
searching for the big signs of God’s presence, asking for signs and wonders, but don’t see that often 
they are right in front of us.  The old plant from last Summer, and the old bird nest gave the Robins 
the foundation for their new nest, and enabled them to raise their family this year. 

     This is how God works in our lives too. Peter and John when on trial by the authorities for healing 
a man stated, “Jesus is the stone you builders rejected, which now has become the cornerstone” as 
they defended themselves.  How is Jesus the cornerstone in your life today?  How is your faith 
deepening as you partner with Jesus building on those places in your life you see as broken? For he 
is present there with you always. 

     In this season of upcoming vacations, remember God doesn’t take a vacation from our lives.  We 
also shouldn’t be taking a vacation from living as disciples for others.  Bring a neighbor or friend to 
church to experience this loving family.  Let us all with God’s help begin to work with one another for 
peace.  Pray always, not only for others, but for God to illumine you to those opportunities where you 
can grab the tools God provides, and with others build new opportunities in your life and in this 
community.  Safe travels to all in your journeys this Summer! 

In Christ’s Service,  Lory 



                     SUMMER BIRTHDAYS  
& ANNIVERSARIES 

June Birthdays 
12 Ray Ewan & Bessie Price ................
22 Bill VanKeuren ................................
23 Madison Farrow & Karen Ewan ....
29 Ed Van Keuren .................................

July Birthdays 
2 Jim Murphy ........................................
19 Lucy Murphy ....................................
20 Criss Houck & 

 Courtney Robertson 
24 James Ghegan .................................
28 Erin Conolly .....................................

August Birthdays 
3 Lynn Gallant-Blume ..........................
4 Helen Rinier .......................................
18 Jami Murphy ....................................
19 Dylan Jewart ....................................
20 Becky Ojeda .....................................
24 Bill Kelly ...........................................

June Anniversaries 
6 Lory & Cindy Ryan ............................

August Anniversaries 
9 Mike & Kim Smolley .........................
28 Don & Terri Henriksen ...................

* Oops! If we missed your birthday 

or anniversary, we are so sorry! 

Please let us know in the church 
office ASAP so that we can get you 

on the list!

Pastor The Rev. Lory D. Ryan 
Admin Assistant Andrea Rottkamp 
Minister of Music Myra Sparks 
Nursery Attendant Elaine Grippo 
Treasurer Alice Wooden-Kelly 

Session Deacons 
Gerry Ehala, Kim Smolley, 
Clerk of Session Moderator 

Bonnie Bovaird Lynn Gallant-Blume 
Cindy Higgins Elaine Grippo 
Tanya Iannuzzi Terri Henriksen 
Betty McKenna Karen Mansfield 
Rose Van Keuren Becky Ojeda 
Bill Van Keuren Andrea Rottkamp 
Dylan Jewart,  
Youth Advisory Delegate to Session 

If anyone needs to contact Rev. Ryan, 
he may be reached at 609-413-6030, or 

at revldavis@gmail.com. 
 

The church office is closed on Fridays, 
but Pastor may be reached by cell 
phone in case of an emergency.



WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW 

      Spring into Summer Events 

Monday, May 28 Memorial Day* ......................................................................................

Sunday, June 10 Church Potluck BBQ ............................................................................
Saturday, June 16 Prayer Shawl, CPC, 10:30am ............................................................

Sunday, June 17 Youth Sunday ........................................................................................

Wednesday, June 20 Presbyterian Women, CPC, 10:00am ...........................................

Sunday, June 24 First Sunday at Summer Hours, 10am Service .................................
* Days the Church Office will be closed 

For a complete list or changes, visit the Calendar on our website at cpc-marlton.org 

If  you have something you would like to see in the next edition of  the Kindred 

Spirit, please email your content and photos to andrearottkamp@gmail.com 

Without your input there will be no Kindred Spirit! 

All contributions are greatly appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry is 
Teaching… 
       Praying… 
Laughing… 
       Working… 

Join us monthly, every 3rd Saturday at  
10:30am for fellowship amongst the  
women of Christ Presbyterian Church! 
We’d love to see you there!

http://cpc-marlton.org

