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The In-Between Winter 
by Helen Rinier 

             It always seems as though when fall withers 
away and there is that touch of a  bitter chill in the 
air, some of us are inclined to say to ourselves that 
the long cold days of winter are almost here. We 
wonder what the days will bring. Will it be a cold 
and snowy winter, or a mild and perhaps, rainy 
winter. We can't foresee the future so we just have 
to wait and see what nature has to offer.
           We come through November with little 
chance of seeing any white stuff fall from the sky. By 
the time Christmas Eve comes around we hope for 
just a little snow to make everything silent and white for Christmas morning. Then  January comes around 
and there is serious belief that if a snow storm is coming, it will happen this month and, February will be 
no exception. March is aways unpredictable and we have seen snow in April.
      We sometimes wish for an in-between winter when we have little snow and the days are not bitterly 
cold, but we can still appreciate the change of seasons. Days when the dress of the day to go outside would 
be perhaps a light jacket or, a very heavy sweater. Some winters will make good use of heavy winter coats 
and scarfs. 
        As for me, I prefer the winters that are mild. Not so much for my enjoyment, but for those who are 
still in the working world.  The ones who must wonder the night before, when snow is forecast  for the 
next day, how early they will have to be out to shovel their cars or make their way to public transportation.  
       Will schools be closed, and will parents have to make different schedules and preparations to provide 
for care of the children. These are all things that no longer are part of my “ things to do today” list. Not 
much to worry about  because the closest I come to snow would be looking out the window.  I do 
remember that one time when the grandchildren came to visit, one of them brought me a snowball from 
the front yard. I thought to myself how little time I have to hold it before it will melt away.
        The seasons come and go quickly.  Spring , when nature comes to life again. The warm sunshine of 
summer, the beauty of fall, and the the wrath of a cold, bitter winter, or perhaps, what I like to call … an 
In-between winter.                     Helen 2019



Parson to Person 
     As I write this note, we 
are approaching the third 
Sunday in Advent! The 
sanctuary has been greened, 
and all the decorations speak 
silently to the wondrous 
birth of our Savior. We’ve had 
a cookie swap, church 
cookbooks for sale and our 
Presbyterian Women gift 
card sale to help us give our 
gifts to others. Our “Reverse 
Advent” is in full swing, with 
boxes decorated by our youth this year to hold all the items purchased to give away. The choir is rehearsing 
one last time this week for the Christmas Cantata for worship this Sunday. Our youth are preparing to 
once more play the roles for our Christmas pageant, joining the choir during the Christmas Cantata. 
Advent is a time when we prepare, and there’s lots of that going on here at the church! 

     We are busy in our homes preparing too. We are Christmas shopping for gifts to give, decorating our 
homes, attending and planning holiday parties, or perhaps working out travel logistics for spending time 
with family and friends. There might even be some holiday stress in there too, as we manage calendars, 
and try to buy just the right gift for someone. Also for some, the holidays are not as filled with joy, as we 
remember loved ones who have departed us, or feel lost in the marketing and consumerism that comes 
with this season.

     Advent is a time to prepare our hearts and souls to receive the greatest gift from God, Jesus Christ; 
Emmanuel, God with us. We need to prepare ourselves for this wondrous gift, but at times in this season 
we seem to push that preparing aside, neglecting to reflect on God’s greatest gift we’ve received. Perhaps 
we neglect to remember Jesus as the “reason for the season”.

     So how do we prepare our hearts and souls for Advent? As a community of faith, made up of individuals, 
we all have gifts to give for the work of the church to help us prepare not only for Christmas, but to 
prepare ourselves in discipleship. The gifts of talents we bring for the work of ministry and mission are so 
important as well. Perhaps God has blessed you with a singing voice, but you don’t sing in our church 
choir. Perhaps you have gifts in hospitality, but don’t help with Coffee Hour or volunteer to be an Usher 
and greet people coming to worship. Maybe you’re wrestling with God’s call to be a Deacon or Elder, or 
serve on one of our Ministry Teams. God has given us all spiritual gifts to be shared. Here in this faith 
community you can share and discover your gifts for the building of God’s kingdom. Here is a place where 
you can teach others skills, like participating in our Prayer Shawl ministry. Hear God’s call to share those 
gifts and talents in this loving community and beyond.   

     So as Advent arrives, and Christmas day approaches, what gifts can you bring and share for the mission 
and ministry of Christ Presbyterian Church now and into 2020? Take some time this Advent to reflect and 
begin sharing the gift of yourself. Discern in this time of preparation and waiting where you can share your 
time and gifts in ministry. Gifts of financial support, of dedicating your gift of time and sharing the gifts 
God has placed in you, will continue to spread the gospel to the world that needs to hear a message of 
hope and “good news”.

In Christ’s Service, 

Lory



Y!ACHT   Y!ACHT   Y!ACHT 
Andrea asked me to write a little something about this new group called 

Y!ACHT. (Yeah, I've heard the "that stands for Young Adult Christians 

Hanging Together - how does that apply to your group?!?!?" Ah Hem ... age 

is all relative... lol)

So tell me again, what is this Y!ACHT?!?!?!? 

For all those who are musically inclined ... from the "King and I" ... "Getting to know yoooooo.  

Getting to know allllll about yoooooooo." "Getting to like yooooooo. Getting to hope yooooo like 

meeeeeeee."

One thing that I noticed as the "new Pastor's wife" AND have heard many visitors comment on is 

how warm and welcoming CPC's congregation is!!!  BUT what happens after everyone shakes the 

pastor's hand on the way out of the service and goes home?!?!?!?

What happens when a family member is in a horrific car accident and the family could really use some 

extra help with meals, transportation and hospital visits? OR a new child is born and the family needs a 

"date night" or help with laundry? OR the pastor's wife has total shoulder replacement surgery and the 

pastor needs help getting her to and from work every day so that he can continue to pastor the 

congregation without being overwhelmed?!?!?! Who do we turn to?!?!? It's not easy for anyone to ask 

for help. Is it any easier to just offer to help when we don't really know each other????

Y!ACHT is the building of connections that grow into friendships. Y!ACHT is the sharing of fun 

times so that there is confidence to reach out and pull together during the tough ones. Y!ACHT is 

sharing stories over delicious deserts where it's not so scary to say "Can I call you later, I just need to 

talk." Y!ACHT is building the CPC community so that we are bound together, united, strong in each 

other and confident enough to reach out into our community to touch even more lives!

So there it is. Yay! Adult Christians Hanging Together. There are no "how to start your own YACHT 

group" cliff notes. There are no rules, guidelines or even helpful hints. We're just kinda building the 

CPC Y!ACHT as we go along. Getting together where we can. Sharing life moments with other 

Christians to off set the feeling of being "all alone" in a secular world.

Ladies, if you're reading this and not getting the emails, please let me know so I can make sure you're 

added to the email chain. Gents - IF you'd like to bond too, just let me know. The cookbook is a great 

example of how the whole congregation contributed to build a fantastic masterpiece!

 

His Peace,

Cindy Riker



From The Choir Corner 
“Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright…….”

One of my favorite moments during the Christmas season is when we sing this 

carol at the Christmas Eve candlelight service. It brings back a flood of 

memories  but one particular Christmas Eve shall forever stand out among all 

the rest.

 The year was 1979 and my family 

lived in northern West Virginia where 

Kelly pastored two United Methodist churches, one 

small church and one much larger.  The smaller church 

held their service earlier in the evening and the larger 

church’s service was at 11:00 pm.  My older daughter, 

Leah, was seven years old and my younger daughter, 

Erin, was four.  This was the one night of the year that 

they stayed awake way past their normal bedtime as 

they loved to see the candles lit while singing “Silent 

Night”.  I was the church organist and as usual, to quote Erin today, “she and Leah had been 

pawned off on one of the random women in the congregation.”  After Kelly finished his sermon, I 

started playing “Silent Night” softly as everyone’s candle was being lit.  This was one of those 

“magical moments” that I looked forward to every year and still do.  The church was decorated so 

beautifully, the lights were dimmed and the large congregation sang out “Christ the Savior is Born, 

Christ the Savior is Born!”  And then it happened!  My “magical moment” was overshadowed by 

the distinct odor of burning hair ---- Erin’s pigtail had caught fire!  (Yes, the church lady had 

allowed my four-year-old to hold a burning candle!!!) Fortunately, the odor was worse than the 

damage to the pigtail so this story had a happy ending. But every Christmas Eve when I’m playing 

“Silent Night” on the organ and the congregation is singing, my mind goes back to Christmas Eve 

of 1979 and the wonderful memories and laughs it has provided over the last forty years! 

KEEP SINGING!

Myra





Deacons & Elders Speak Out 
Each issue of the Kindred Spirit, we will be highlighting one Deacon and 
one Elder,  as we ask them “Why did you become an Elder/Deacon?” 
The answers may surprise you, or make you think… “Could I do that?” 

I was reluctant to become a Deacon, as many people are initially, because I was 
unsure of what was expected of me, if I was even qualified and if I could fit it into my schedule.


Pleasantly surprised by the easy friendships and welcoming fellowship extended to me by the 
Deacons at CPC, I had the confidence to take on the role. It has become an important part of my 
life, because I feel I can make a small but significant contribution, primarily to the families in the  
Interfaith Hospitality Network, a joint venture of local churches that help families through a 
transitional time in their lives. They are primarily young mothers with dependent children who are 
getting the help they need to become self sufficient and independent. My role as “hostess” on the 
evenings where our church provides home made food for their dinners, affords me the 
opportunity to sit and interact with the mothers and children.


These women are receptive and appreciative of volunteer services and have hope for their 
futures. This hope is fostered through an amalgam of churches and social services helping to 
bridge the gap between complete dependance to self-reliance and self-sustenance. I feel 
fortunate to be a small part of that on behalf of CPC> I learned that it takes little time and 
little effort to do one’s share to pitch in and help the least of us. I found it to be a warm feeling 
within and encourage others to do the same.

Elaine Grippo


I was elected and ordained as Ruling Elder at the Boulevard Presbyterian Church in Euclid, Ohio 
in January 1968. When we first lived in the Cleveland area, Nancy and I were  members of the 
Parma South Presbyterian Church, (Parma Oh) where our son Edward was baptized and upon 
moving to Flint MI, we became members of the Farnumwood Presbyterian Church where I was a 
Sunday School teacher.  When we moved back to the Cleveland area to the suburb of Euclid, I 
became active in the Boulevard Presbyterian Church as a Sunday School teacher and member of 
the Christian Education Committee.


When I was asked to accept a nomination as Ruling Elder, I was quite surprised as I had no 
thoughts of such an honor in what was then a 500 member church.  I prayed about the matter 
and was counseled by the Associate Pastor of the church Rev. Wiley Young.  Rev. Young convinced 
me that I was qualified and clarified that the position of Ruling Elder was more than an honor, 
but actually was a duty and responsibility.  He pointed out that decisions in the Presbyterian 
Church, including that of choosing Elders, (both Ruling and Teaching) is the result of prayerful 
corporate wisdom by the assembled communicant members of Gods Church to choose servant 
leaders.


I keep that thought foremost as I have served on Sessions and Committees in Euclid OH, 
Manasquan NJ, Marlton, NJ and the Presbytery of West Jersey.


Peace and Grace to all, William E. Van Keuren   



Pastor The Rev. Lory D. Ryan 

Admin Assistant Andrea Rottkamp 

Director of Music Myra Sparks 

Nursery Attendant Elaine Grippo 

 Ellen Sandoval 

Session Deacons 
Gerry Ehala, Kim Smolley, 
Clerk of Session Moderator 
Bonnie Bovaird Shirley Anderson 
Cindy Higgins Elaine Grippo 
Barbara Trought Jim Murphy 
Rose Van Keuren Becky Ojeda 
Bill Van Keuren Andrea Rottkamp 

If anyone needs to contact Rev. Ryan, 
he may be reached at 609-413-6030, or 

at revldavis@gmail.com. 
The church office is closed on Fridays, 

but Pastor may be reached by cell 
phone in case of an emergency.

WINTER BIRTHDAYS  
& ANNIVERSARIES  

December Birthdays 

4 Tanya Iannuzzi................................................
8 Robert Conolly................................................
13 Savannah & Ryan Pietarinen.........................
20 Colleen Ghegan.............................................
23 Cindy Conolly................................................
24 Rose VanKeuren & Olivia Ojeda.................
25 Grayce Robertson..........................................
27 John Robertson..............................................
30 James Ojeda & Cheryl Robertson...............
31 Betty Meserall................................................

January Birthdays 

10 Haley Farrow..................................................
16 Dolores Haynor.............................................
22 Don Henriksen..............................................
23 Donnielle Panchamsingh..............................
24 Bonnie Bovaird..............................................

February Birthdays 

1 Kim Smolley.....................................................
2 Chris Welch......................................................
4 Gerry Ehala......................................................
10 Abbie Murphy & Ray Whener.....................
15 Christian Iannuzzi.........................................
18 Andrea Rottkamp..........................................
20 Debi Murphy.................................................

February Anniversaries 

14 Mike & Donna O’Brien................................

Oops! Did we miss your birthday or 
anniversary? Please send an email to 
cpc.marlton@gmail.com and we will 
be sure to add you to the list!

Thank you for a wonderful 2019. Our 
congregation has continued to grow this 
year, and we look forward to another 

fabulous year full of faith, family, fun 
and friendship. 

God bless, Lory & Andrea



What’s Happening Now 
Sunday, December 22 Fourth Sunday in Advent; Living .........................................................................

Nativity field trip, 5:00pm
Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Service, CPC, 7:00pm..............................................................

Tuesday, December 24 - Wednesday, January 1 Church Office Closed, Holiday Break........................
Thursday, January 2 Church Office Reopens.............................................................................................
Sunday, January 5 Congregation Meeting..................................................................................................

For a complete list or changes, visit the Calendar on our website at cpc-marlton.org

’Twas the days at CPC… 
’Twas a day at CPC, when inside these four walls,

Was a congregation so busy, from committees to prayer shawls!

From blood drives to picnics, and luncheons galore.  
Our ladies kept busy making scarves, hats & more! 

We honored the Girl Scouts for a job so well done, 
As well as our teachers, for their Sunday school fun!

We have Deacons and Elders, a food pantry for giving, 
And events full of love, life and laughter and singing!

So if you’ve ever wondered what we do when the service is done, 
Come join us at CPC for faith, food, fellowship and fun!

Merry Christmas! 

Want to see what happens weekly at Christ Presbyterian Church?

Visit us at our website at www.cpc-marlton.org 

                                                          or
 



’Tis theSeason… 


